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Promoting Jobs, equality and trust has long been on the policy agendas of governments around the world but the recent
financial and economic crisis has brought them to the centre of the policy debate in many countries. Almost six years
since the onset of the global financial and economic crisis, many OECD countries are still trapped in a vicious circle of
high and increasingly persistent unemployment and under-employment and deteriorating social conditions for the most
vulnerable groups (including the low skilled, immigrants and youth). At the same time, governments are facing large fiscal
imbalances that constrain the range of policy options available to them to respond to these challenges. This, in turn, is
weakening citizens&rsquo; confidence in government and public institutions, with a potentially negative impact on the
effectiveness of policy measuresto restore growth and employment..
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