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Urban areas represent an important part of the national economy and feature higher GDP per capita and productivity
levels than their country&rsquo;s average. But they also harbour large pockets of unemployment and poverty and suffer
from problems such as congestion, pollution and crime. This book examines whether they are sustainable in the long term
and what needs to be done to keep these engines of economic growth running smoothly. A synthesis report based on
OECD metropolitan reviews and a database of 78 metro regions, this report examines cities performance within their
countries and addresses key issues such as competitiveness and social cohesion, intergovernmental relationships, and
urban finance.
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